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 "Pretty": adjective vs. adverb (BNC + BNCweb) 
 
- Pretty can occur as an adjective: “She is a pretty woman.” 
- Pretty can occur as an adverb: “She is a pretty ugly woman.” 
 
Task:  
 

• Pretty as an adjective can premodify nouns or be used in predicative function. Pretty as an 
adverb occurs mostly before adjectives and other adverbs.  

o The BNC is a Part-of-Speech-tagged corpus in which the disambiguation has been 
carried out by a semi-automated tagging procedure. Use the Part-of-Speech (POS) 
tags to find out frequencies of these grammatical functions in the different sections 
of the BNC. 

• Compare the relative percentages of pretty (Adj) and pretty (Adv) in the different 
subdivisions of the corpus. 

 
Use the BNCweb corpus: 

 
 
 



What you need to know about part-of-speech (POS) tagging: 
 

Insert the word you want to search 
including the POS tags 



 
Evaluating the results: 

- Standard query: pretty_AJ0 (Adjective) 

Your query "pretty_AJ0" returned 2613 hits in 891 different texts (98,313,429 words [4,048 texts]; 
frequency: 26.58 instances per million words) 
 

- Standard query: pretty_AV0 (Adverb) 

Your query "pretty_AV0" returned 4921 hits in 1508 different texts (98,313,429 words [4,048 texts]; 
frequency: 50.05 instances per million words) 
 
 
Result: More hits for adverbs than for adjectives found. 


