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clap, v.1

View as: Qutline | Full entry Quotations: Show all | Hide all Keywords: On | Off

Pronunciation: /klep/
Forms: (OE clappian). ME clappen, ME-16 clappe. (ME cleppyn. clape. 17 Se. clep), 15— clap. ... [Show More)
Etvmology: Middle English clappen , Old English type *clappian (Somner has clappan from some unspecified source), corresponding to Middle Low German, Middle
Dutch, Low German, Dutch (also modern German) kappen , Old High German ehlaphdn , Middle High German and modern German klapfen ; these point to a common
West Germanic type witnessing, with Old Norse klappa (Swedish Happa , Duich klappe ), to an Old Germanic *klappojan , verb intransitive, < *klappo- crar n.* Middle
English eleppen corresponds formally to another tvpe *klappjan , appearing in Middle Low German and Middle Dutch kleppen (whence modern German kleppen ,
Klédppen ), High German kldpfen ; compare eleppe under crsr n.° The primitive Germanic sense is that of ‘make a clap or explosive sound’, whence a wide range of

derivative senses in the various languages. If the word was not preserved in Old English, it may have re-entered Middle English from Old Norse; and, in any case, some of
the senses are probably of Norse origin; the modern Scandinavian languages have it with the same range of meaning as in English, also with the sense ‘pat endearingly’,
as in Scots and northern dial. (sense g.) (Show Less)

I. Of noise alone.
1.

Thesaurus »
Categories »

a. intr. To make the hard explosive noise described under cLar n." Said of agents, instruments, thunder,
etc. (WNow chiefly dial.)
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This entry has not
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Fublication history

In this entry:

clap (a persan) on the
back, to

clap (a vessel)
aboard, on board, to

clap eyes on, to
clap fast, to
clap hold of, to

clap on (or by) a wind,
to

clapon, to
clap out, to
clap up, to
clap up, to
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