
‘Pretty’: adverb vs. adjective – using COCA 

http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/ 

1. Before you carry out your search, you should know that COCA uses the ‘Claws7‘ 
tagset. http://ucrel.lancs.ac.uk/claws7tags.html 

2. Click ‘CLICK TO SEE OPTIONS’ to open the options menu.

3. After opening the options menu, select ‘NONE (Show POS)’ in the ‘GROUP BY’ 
drop down menu.

4. Search for ‘pretty’ by typing in ‘pretty‘ to open a list containing the results for the 
different parts of speech (labeled with tags  use the previously introduced ‘Claws7’-
tagset to “translate” the tags).

5. ‘Pretty‘ can be encountered in the function of different parts of speech. The list posted 
above shows the frequency for the different search results (total frequency: 74017).

6. Click ‘POS LIST‘ (on the left-hand side of the menu) to open another drop down 
menu. Select ‘adv.ALL‘ to search for ‘pretty‘ as and adverb (choose ‘adj.ALL‘ for 
adjectives). You could do the same for any part of speech. Your search field should 
look like this: pretty.[r*] (mind the dot; otherwise you would search for ‘pretty’ 
followed by an adverb!).
 total frequency as an adverb: 59338 / total frequency as an adjective: 14665
 there are ambiguous cases (registered as adverbs and adjectives)

http://ucrel.lancs.ac.uk/claws7tags.html
http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/


7. In order to receive informative bar charts, change the setting to ‘CHART’ and click 
‘SEARCH’ again. The chart contains information about the frequency of ‘pretty’ in 
spoken language, written language etc.

 

A comparison of the results

Adverb:

Adjective:


