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Transkript

00:00:07 Sprecher 1
“A very warm welcome to Laura Loder-Büchel. You are currently a teacher trainer at the Zurich University of Teacher Education. In your teaching and research, you have focused on a great number of issues related to the Teaching of English to young learners such as picture books, assessment and teaching lexical competence. So let’s begin with our first question:
What motivated you to specialize in the teaching of English as a foreign language to young children?
00:00:38 Laura Loder-Büchel
That is sort of …just… it just happened to me. I was never really motivated to do it. I'm just kidding, but it's just one of those things that just happened. Life happened- no- I always worked part time in schools, and I worked in inner City Schools in Philadelphia and what motivated me was more after a while being a teacher assistant at the university, I like working with students, so there's more working with the students and always like the balance of working with kids and students at the same time.
Yeah, so that was a hard question to answer because it just it just happened.
Go on to the next question!
00:01:28 Sprecher 1
Teachers at primary schools today are confronted with a very diverse group of learners. From your point of view, which specific activities would you recommend that cater for the different needs of learners?
00:01:40 Laura Loder-Büchel
OK, so um… If I think about the diversity in my husband’s class, for example, there are- like I said-there are 20 kids with 18 different mother tongues. It's really important to have open projects you know, for example, to have easy reader projects, but where everybody has a different book that they can choose that there's some elements of selection, that the kids can choose themselves, whether they want to learn these 10 words or these 10 words, whether they want to learn this book or that book. And the more open projects I always found are always better to cater to the diverse needs. Rather than just going through the course book, so for example, always having a backup plan, even if you're working with the course book that some kids are creating the unit test, while the others are working through it, for example.
00:02:45 Sprecher 1
Thank you for your answer. In a globalized world, the development of basic language skills is closely related to the development of inter- or transcultural competences. How can the development of cultural awareness be fostered in primary education?
00:03:01 Laura Loder-Büchel
So here I think, uhm, the research on strategic competence is really important. You know, teaching kids to communicate with limited language. Uhm, so for example, I like to do a lot of role plays or single word role plays like “Hey”, “Hey”, “Hungry?”, “Yeah”, “Pizza?”, “Eh…”and just single word kind of role plays, um, teaching with body language, um, acting out role plays without talking, but just with your entire body.
Those sorts of things are helpful and also teaching kids to be polite, right?
I like to do this like compliments game where they have to give… they have like colors: red, green, blue, purple and they have to find a different person and they say “Ah, I love your red earrings!” and they have to go to a different person and say “Ah, I love your green shirt!”
Giving compliments and being polite and saying “Yes, please.” and “No, thank you.”
I think at that level of primary are some things you can do, but also, like I said in the presentation, just the pictures they're getting, the images they're getting, not being shocked by something, but just going with the flow; it will make the world a bit of a better place.
00:04:21 Sprecher 1
Yeah, I agree, I really like this idea. 
Now to our next question. Plurilingualism is a reality when it comes to primary schools in Germany. Not only native English speakers attend our classes, but also students who have different cultural backgrounds and therefore different first or even second languages. How can we value the linguistic diversity of all children equally?
00:04:49 Laura Loder-Büchel 
I think it takes more than the English language classroom and the English language teacher. We always ask this question just for languages, but the cultural diversity belongs in every subject. It belongs in Math. It belongs in Sport. It belongs everywhere. And how does it belong? It belongs in many different ways: by getting kids to research their pasts or their families, if they're interested, by talking about urban legends or family stories, by making class cookbooks, by playing hopscotch games from different countries, uhm, like those sorts of things, but then in the English classroom, but in other classrooms too.
And in the English classroom, I think the one thing that bothers me the most, that we do a lot of in Switzerland, are vocabulary translation tests, and if you're thinking about a class with 18 kids who don't speak German, why are you testing their German?
And so that's one issue. I often tell my student teachers “Teach them skills!”. They “reading”, the “writing” and appreciate the fact, that English has so many variations and standards that it's not just American, it is not just British, that we can be really tolerant in our error correction and that the kids are making connections based on their backgrounds and also on their mother tongues and their connections that the teacher might not even realize- like a Turkish kid- I remember once it was like the word “traffic” and he was like, oh, “traffik” -whatever…whatever it is in his language- and he knew it, but the German kids didn't know it. 'cause it was “Stau” when they're like “huh?” and celebrating those moments, right?
00:06:36 Sprecher 1
Yes, thank you. Textbooks are a very popular teaching medium for foreign languages. In your opinion, which aspects should we consider when choosing textbooks and teaching materials in general?
00:06:51 Laura Loder-Büchel
I think it's better for young teachers to think not about the course book, but about the routines they want and always have this vision of the end, like “Where do I see my learners in a year?”
I see them getting to work when they get into class, so I have a bell ringer. I see them doing these wonderful projects.
They have a padlet, where they've recorded themselves, or a flip grid or whatever. I see them reading, so a sustained silent reading period, I drop everything and read every week and it gets deeper and deeper and deeper. So instead of saying “OK, this is the book and this is important”, I try to get my student teachers to think about the routines and the rituals and the projects and the habits they want. And then the book fits in somewhere, right? And then…but some of my students really want a book and there I always say “OK, here are a few examples like the ones I gave you.
But sometimes I really think just a slim grammar book would be enough, and then you're open to doing a lot of other things like “I have” and “I don't have” or “She has” and “She doesn't have” is in a grammar book, but you could work with pictures from the newspaper for that grammar point.
It doesn't take a lot of planning if you have the routines and the rituals.
00:08:19 Sprecher 1
Yes, thank you for your answer. So we are going to be future teachers of English at primary schools. What tips and tricks can you give us from your field of study?
00:08:30 Laura Loder-Büchel
I think also to not underestimate the kids like they really come in with a lot of language. And sometimes teachers always feel like or…I shouldn't say teachers always… some teachers feel like they have to start at zero and everybody has to be on the same line measure, but no, don't be afraid to…  don't be afraid to realize that the kids know a lot as a group- maybe not as an individual- and find out ways of finding that help and don't be afraid to just- You're not going to hurt the kids! - if you take… do experiments… if you insist a bit- not unnaturally- but on full sentences. If you use these techniques like, “What did you say?”, “Say it again!”.
And you encourage them to try to use all their linguistic research resource, and you're often surprised at how much the kids actually know and can do, and not to teach single words.
Like to start right away with that role play or…
00:09:41 Sprecher 1
Many thanks for taking the time to answer our questions Laura Loder-Büchel. It was a great honor to have you as my guest today.
00:09:48 Laura Loder-Büchel
Thank you for having me.


