
In the Spotlight: A Survey of US-American Literary History 
List of Reference Texts (Selection) 

1 

 

 

This is a selection of texts that provides additional information to the periods and texts discussed in 
this course. You find more references and reading suggestions at the end of each presentation. 

Furthermore, a list of useful links can be found on the website of the American Studies Section at 
Bamberg University: https://www.uni-bamberg.de/amerikanistik/studium/nuetzliche-links/  

Literary Studies (in general): 

• Abrams, M.H. A Glossary of Literary Terms10. Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2012. 
• Kusch, Celena. Literary Analysis: The Basics. Routledge, 2016. 

American Literature (textbooks): 

• Habich, Robert D., and Robert C. Nowatzki. Research Guide to American Literature: 
Romanticism and Transcendentalism, 1820–1865. Fact on File, 2010. 

• Hebel, Udo J. Einführung in die Amerikanistik / American Studies. Metzler, 2008. 
• Klarer, Mario. Einführung in die Anglistisch-Amerikanische Literaturwissenschaft. 

Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1994. 
• Lathbury, Roger. American Modernism (1910 – 1945). American Literature in Its Historical, 

Cultural, and Social Contexts. Facts on File, 2006. 
• Meyer, Michael. English and American Literatures3. A. Francke, 2008. 
• Meyers, Karen. Backgrounds to American Literature: Colonialism and the Revolutionary Period, 

Beginnings – 1800. Chelsea House, 2010. 
• Nünning, Vera, and Ansgar Nünning. An Introduction to the Study of English and American 

Literature. Klett, 2009. 
• Phillips, Jerry, and Karen Meyers. Background to American Literature: Contemporary American 

Literature, 1945-Present. Chelsea House, 2010.  
• Rangno, Erik V.R. Contemporary American Literature (1945–Present). American Literature in Its 

Historical, Cultural, and Social Contexts. Facts on File, 2006. 
• Scharnhorst, Gary, and Tom Qirk. Research Guide to American Literature: Realism and 

Regionalism, 1865–1914. Facts on File, 2010. 

American Literature (literary histories and encyclopedia) 

• Ashton, Jennifer. From Modernism to Postmodernism: American Poetry and Theory in the 20th 
century. Cambridge UP, 2005. 

• Ayers, David. Modernism: A Short Introduction. Wiley-Blackwell, 2004. 
• Elliot, Emory (ed.). The Cambridge Introduction to Early American Literature. Cambridge UP, 

2002. 
• Elliott, Emory (ed.). Columbia Literary History of the United States. Columbia UP, 1988. 

https://www.uni-bamberg.de/amerikanistik/studium/nuetzliche-links/


In the Spotlight: A Survey of US-American Literary History 
List of Reference Texts (Selection) 

2 

 

 

• Graham, Maryemma (ed.). The Cambridge Companion to the African American Novel. 
Cambridge UP, 2004.  

• Gray, Jeffrey et al. (eds.). The Greenwood Encyclopedia of American Poets and Poetry [5 
volumes]. Greenwood, 2005.  

• Gray, Richard. A History of American Literature. Wiley-Blackwell, 2011. 
• Kalaidjian, Walter B. (ed.). The Cambridge Companion to American Modernism. Cambridge UP, 

2005. 
• Lee, Robert A. (ed.). Nineteenth-Century American Poetry. Vision Press, 1985. 
• Lauter, Paul (ed.). A Companion to American Literature and Culture. Wiley-Blackwell, 2010. 
• Marcus, Greil, and Werner Sollors (eds.). A New Literary History of America. Harvard UP, 2009. 
• Matthews, John T. (ed.). A Companion to the Modern American Novel 1900 – 1950. Wiley-

Blackwell, 2009. 
• McHale, Brian and Len Platt (eds.). The Cambridge History of Postmodern Literature. Cambridge 

UP, 2016. 
• Mumford Jones, Howard, and Richard M. Ludwig. Guide to American Literature and Its 

Backgrounds since 1890. Harvard UP, 1972. 
• Parini, Jay. Promised Land: Thirteen Books That Changed America. Doubleday, 2008. 
• Pizer, Donald (ed.). The Cambridge Companion to American Realism and Naturalism: Howells to 

London. Cambridge UP, 1995. 
• Richardson, Mark (ed.). The Cambridge Companion to American Poets. Cambridge UP, 2015. 
• Srikanth, Rajini and Min Hyoung Song (eds.). The Cambridge History of Asian American 

Literature. Cambridge UP, 2016.  
• Wagner-Martin, Linda. The Routledge Introduction to American Modernism. Routledge, 2016. 
• Zapf, Hubert (ed.). Amerikanische Literaturgeschichte. Metzler, 2010. 

American Culture (textbooks and encyclopedia): 

• Campbell, Neil, and Alasdair Kean. American Cultural Studies: An Introduction to American 
Culture. Routledge, 1997. 

• Datesman, Maryanne et al. American Ways: An Introduction to American Culture. Pearson 
Education, 2014. 

• Lauter, Paul (ed.). A Companion to American Literature and Culture. Wiley-Blackwell, 2010. 
• Mauch, Christof, und Rüdiger B. Wersich (Hrsg.). USA-Lexikon: Schlüsselbegriffe zu Politik, 

Wirtschaft, Gesellschaft, Kultur, Geschichte und zu den deutsch-amerikanischen Beziehungen. 
Erich Schmidt Verlag, 2013. 

• Mauk, David, and John Oakland. American Civilization: An Introduction. Taylor & Francis, 2017. 
• Paul, Heike. The Myths that Made America: An Introduction to American Studies. transcript, 

2014. 
• Straub, Julia (ed.). Handbook of Transatlantic North American Studies. De Gruyter, 2016. 


