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MEDIA AND TEXTS
Seminar: English in primary education

by Theresa Summer

… A PERSONAL  
STORY 

Mama, schau mal! 

Da wohnt der 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _!
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PICTUREBOOKS 
IN PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

Let’s share some ideas!

Which picturebooks did you 
find?
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OVERVIEW

Definitions media & texts

Importance of (literary) texts

Selecting picturebooks

Films in primary school

References

1. DEFINITIONS

TEXTS

 printed texts (e.g. picturebooks, readers) 

 digital texts (e.g. chats, website texts, videos)

 broad concept of texts (erweiteter Textbegriff)

Examples:
• poems
• graded readers
• picturebooks
• nursery rhymes
• short films on YouTube
• …
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1. DEFINITIONS

MEDIA 

 auditory

 visual

 audio-visual

 interactive

Definition (Evans, 2017):

Examples:
• the teacher‘s voice
• blackboard 
• textbook
• interactive whiteboard
• podcast
• …

2. IMPORTANCE OF LITERARY TEXTS

Reasons: Texts can …

 … evoke a personal response, improve various skills, foster empathy, 
offer multiple perspectives, develop competences

“waiting until language learners are old enough to include adult literature in 
the language-learning setting creates a delay in students’ development in the 
literacy spectrum, affective and cognitive development, as well as intercultural 
learning, that may be difficult to reverse” 
(Bland, 2018, p. 269)
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... ENGLISH SYLLABUS (LEHRPLANPLUS)

SprechenLeseverstehen

https://www.lehrplanplus.bayern.de/schulart/grundschule

2. IMPORTANCE OF LITERARY TEXTS

Features of well-crafted texts (Bland, 2013, p. 8)

Language features Content features
• lexically dense • appropriate to the schemata of children

• stylistic cohesion (lexical repetition, 
phonological patterns like rhythm 
and alliteration, melodic tricolon –
rule of three)

• a challenge, widening of horizons

• supportive visual iconicity (images, 
typographic experimentation)

• enriching intertextuality

• aural iconicity (sound words) • motivating allusions to the world of
children
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3. SELECTING 
PICTUREBOOKS

CRITERIA

Language

Pictures

Empathy

Diversity

Compelling

Meaningful

Respectful

Communicative

(based on Bland, 2018)

3. SELECTING PICTUREBOOKS

(Bland, 2018, p. 280)
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3. SELECTING PICTUREBOOKS

(Bland, 2018, p. 280)

Example:

Julia Donaldson/Axel Scheffler: Room on the
Broom (2001)

The witch and her cat fly happily over forests, rivers and
mountains on their broomstick until a stormy wind blows
away the witch’s hat, bow and wand. They are retrieved by
a dog, a bird and a frog, and each animal asks for a ride
on the broom. They climb on, one after the next, until the
broom is so heavy that it snaps in two! What will happen
next as they tumble into a bog and meet a greedy dragon?
Teaser Text (2020), Retrieved from:

https://axelscheffler.com/books-with-julia-donaldson/room-on-the-broom

Adaptations and further media:

• animated film (27 mins., 2012)

• audio book

• character soft toys, play version, big book
version
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Example:

Eric Carle: Room The Very Busy Spider (1996)

Early one morning a little spider begins to spin her web on a
fencepost. In this multi-sensory book, children can feel the
pictures as well as see them, while they hear or read the easy
rhythmic text. Alongside the visual excitement of Eric Carle's
vibrant collages of familiar animals is the tactile experience of
feeling the spider's web as it grows from a simple line into a
complex and beautiful creation -a perfect story for reading
aloud and sharing.

Adaptations and further media:

• Animated video

• Read by Eric Carle

• Song

• …

3. SELECTING PICTUREBOOKS
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfL0g-XRxnA
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Example:

Nathan Byron & Dapo Adeola: Look up! (2019)

Meet hilarious, science-mad chatterbox, Rocket - she's going to 
be the greatest astronaut, star-catcher, space-traveller that has 
ever lived!

But... can she convince her big brother to stop looking down at 
his phone and start LOOKING UP at the stars?

Bursting with energy and passion about science and space, this 
heart-warming, inspirational picture book will have readers 
turning off their screens and switching on to the outside world.

3. SELECTING PICTUREBOOKS
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4. FILMS IN 
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Selecting films: criteria
related to …

•- learners

•- film

•- language

•- competences

(Becker & Roos, 2016)
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4. FILMS IN PRIMARY SCHOOL

Teaching approach (PWP):

1. Pre-viewing

2. While-viewing

3. Post-viewing

EXAMPLE: THE GRUFFALO

(Becker & Roos, 2016)
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EXAMPLE: THE GRUFFALO

Pre-viewing activity: Comparing the book & film cover

(Becker & Roos, 2016)

4. FILMS IN PRIMARY SCHOOL

Film activities

• Use: foster receptive and 
productive skills/competences

• Focus: multiliteracies
pedagogy

(Becker, 2016)

Film 
activities

Sound only

Split viewing

(A: no sound; B: 
no picture; Talk 

about film)

Silent viewing
(What‘s the film 

about?)

Film karaoke
(choose scene, 
make karaoke

version)

Stop the film 
and act
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JOURNAL – THEORY, RESEARCH & PRACTICE

GROUP SUMMARY

TASK: Discuss the following terms and 
summarise key issues related to primary ELE:

• media
• texts
• empathy
• multiple perspectives
• PWP
• films
• picturebooks
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